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BEAUTY AND THE BIASED

HOW CONTENT REGULATION ON TIKTOK DIMINISHES DIVERSITY

AND WHAT MEDIA EDUCATION CAN DO ABOUT IT
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§ Presence of high levels of thin-ideal and appearance focused content on 

the Internet, a relationshio between social media use and body image and 

eating concerns and social comparison on visual activities (Rodgers & Melioli, 2016).

§ Girls displayed high media literacy, appreciation of diversity, and 

confidence (Burnette et al., 2017).

§ Gender specific indications that social media led especially girls to feel 

dissatisfied with their bodies (Mahon & Hevey, 2021).



§ International release 2018

(initially launched in  09/2016)

§ Videos are about 15s to 1 minute

 (live streams are populare as well)

§ About 1 billion users 

(facebook has ~2.8 billion)





„We strive to create a platform that feels welcoming and safe. We do not allow 

nudity, pornography, or sexually explicit content on our platform. We also 

prohibit content depicting or supporting non-consensual sexual acts, the sharing 

of non-consensual intimate imagery, and adult sexual solicitation.“









§ People with disabilities were kept away from the big stage

§ Vulnerable only visible in home country

§ PR campaigns for diversity and inclusion

§ A list of „special users“ (Köver & Reuter 2019)



Policy Rationale

Bullying has been proven to cause 

severe emotional and physical 

distress, especially in minors. 

Content of subjects likely to incite 

cyberbullying will be allowed but 

marked with risk tag 4

Title

Imagery depicting a subject highly 

vulnerable to cyberbullying

Playbook Rule DE

Subject who is susceptible to bullying 

or harassment based on their 

physical or mental condition.

Example:

§ Facial disfigurement

§ Autism

§ Down Syndrome

§ Disabled people or people with 

some facial problems such as 

birthmark, slight squint and etc. if 

it showing with positive energy 

and value general + risk

DE

Auto_R

TikTok rules for Cyberbullying: „Autism, Down Syndrome: These 

moderation rules for dealing with supposedly disabled users were valid at 

TikTok until at least September 2019.

Source: netzpolitik.org/2019/discrimination-tiktok-curbed-reach-for-

people-with-disabilities/ 
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Source netzpolitik.org/2019/discrimination-tiktok-curbed-reach-for-people-with-disabilities

Moderation and visibility at TikTok

https://netzpolitik.org/2019/discrimination-tiktok-curbed-reach-for-people-with-disabilities/


Media and Education
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§ Rewatch rate = 10 Points

§ Completion rate = 8 Points

§ Shares = 6 Points

§ Comments = 4 Points

§ Likes = 2 Points



§ Rewatch rate = 10 Points

§ Completion rate = 8 Points

§ Shares = 6 Points

§ Comments = 4 Points

§ Likes = 2 Points

Relevant video informations are captions, descriptions, 

sounds, hashtags, effects, (other) trending topics.



recommender systems unplugged









See https://github.com/danvers/medienpaed-asr 

https://github.com/danvers/medienpaed-asr


Have a great day!
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